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The ABSbio project
• Build local capabilities that allow sustainable economic 

value creation 
• on the basis of natural resources and the associated 

traditional knowledge

• Raise awareness about the Nagoya Protocol
• Build local capacity to set up sustainable value chains 

based on natural resources
• Integrate the topic of biodiversity and benefit 

management into curricula
• Support the knowledge-exchange process
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Kick-off and Training of trainers (ToT)
• Trained lecturers and PhD students at IRGIB-Africa

University
• 25-29 November, 2019
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2019

Kick-off event Done
ToT Benin Done
Concept 

development
and first 

workshop
Planning

6



PROJECT

Workshop - Training of Trainers (ToT)
• Shared knowledge from first ToT with

• Other PhD students

• Lecturers from IRGIB Africa University
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Development of a course module
• Business Plan Guide for Sustainable Bio-based 

Entrepreneurship

• Nagoya protocol

• Entrepreneurial concepts

• Business modeling
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Researcher exchange
• Planned for May 2020

• All was going according to track
• Documents ready

• Travel restrictions
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ABSbio cooking workshop
• December 2 and 9 2020

• Addressed themes related 
to biodiversity and 
nutrition
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ABSbio idea challenge
• Deadline July 30, 2020

• 14 applications from Benin

• Follow-up with ToT participants
• November 6 to november 13 2020
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ABSbio Symposium 2020 (Online)
• December 11, 2020

• ABSbio idea challenge
• Top 4 ideas

• 2 winners from Benin
• Wilfrid Bio N’goye
• Aristode gandjeto
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Other project
• Medical software network prototype

• November 2020 (Cotonou) and 2021 (Center and North 
of Benin)

• Data Collection
• Assessment of the hospital electronic system
• Aspects of the software to be developed
• Would they use it?

• Governmental hurdles
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2020
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ABSbio
symposium 

Benin Online
Implementation
of new module 

in Benin Partial (ToT)
Researcher
exchange COVID
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20th International Congress of the
International Society for Ethnopharmacology
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Conferences
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Thesis defense
• Ethnopharmacological investigation and chemical 

composition of the fungus growing termite strain 
Macrotermes bellicosus (Macrotermitinae) used in 
traditional medicine in Benin

• June 10, 2021
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2021
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Busines plan 
competition Online

Implementation
of new module 

in Benin Planning
Researcher
exchange Done
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Notable past and ongoing research
• 2022

• Work being done by Wisdom Adewumi
• Isolation and Characterisation of Antimicrobial Peptides in Termites

• Work being done by Adesola Taiwo
• Optimisation of Morinda lucida and Phyllanthus niruri efficacy used 

traditionally for the treatment of malaria: development of galenic 
form
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BIO-BIZ course
• ATINGI platform

• August 2022 (ended)

• 24 participants

• Will continue in the future
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2022
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Implementation
of new module 

in Benin Done
Summer School

in Benin Coming up
Researcher
exchange Coming up
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Businesses
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Obstacles faced along the way
• COVID-19 was the main one

• Entrepreneurial project funding
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Perspectives
• Continuation of ABS-Bio inspired courses

• Students with interesting profiles

• Continued research on plant resources, especially
their usage for medicinal purposes

• Find ways to engage even younger stakeholders?
• Secondary schools?
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